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Background

Background of Philippians

A. The City

1. Philippi was one of the major cities of Macedonia, the others being
Thessalonica and Berea.

2. Philippi received its name from Philip of Macedon, the father of Alexander
the Great, who conquered the city in 360 B.C.

3. Philippi became a Roman colony during the reign of Octavius.  He and Marc
Antony defeated Brutus and Cassius near Philippi.

a. They were citizens of Rome.

b. They had a measure of self-rule.

c. They had special privileges as Roman citizens.

4. Philippi was situated on the Egnatian highway, a major trade route
through Macedonia.  This would insure fast travel to and from the city to
other parts of the Roman Empire.

B. The Author

1. There is early attestation as to the authorship of Paul.

2. Liberals sometimes want to deny Pauline authorship.

a. Because of anachronistic language, such as Bishop and Deacon in
1:1.

b. Because of the abrupt change in subject matter and train of thought
in 3:1b.

C. Date and Location

1. The Roman Imprisonment view - ca. A.D. 60-62.

a. There is evidence that Paul was in prison at Rome - 1:13, 4:22.

b. The tenor of this imprisonment is that he was under house arrest, a
condition which is consistent with Acts 28:30-31.

c. The epistle was probably written towards the end of this time
period.

1). There is mention of the fact that an imminent verdict is due -
1:20, 1:27, 2:17.

2). Some time must have elapsed for the hostility to the gospel to
grow - 1:15.
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3). Some time must have elapsed for the gospel to progress - 1:12.

4). Some time must have elapsed for at least five trips between
Rome and Philippi.

a). Timothy’s journey to Paul.  Timothy is not mentioned in
Paul’s trip to Rome, but is present when Philippians is
written.

b). A message to Philippi to indicate that Paul is in prison.

c). A trip by Epaphroditus to Rome to assist Paul.

d). A message back to Philippi regarding Epaphroditus’
condition.

e). A message back to Paul regarding the Philippian reaction
to Epaphroditus’ sickness.

2. The Cesarean imprisonment view

a. How do we fit five lengthy trips into the two years Paul was in
Ceasarea?

b. How do we understand Paul’s references to Caesar’s household?

c. How do we understand the seriousness of his imprisonment?

3. The Ephesian imprisonment view

a. There is no evidence that Paul was imprisoned at Ephesus.

b. This view is very speculative.

D. Occasion and Purpose

1. Paul wished to thank the church for their generosity in the gift they sent
via Epaphroditus - 1:5, 4:10, 4:14.

2. Paul needed to address the problems of disunity that Epaphroditus
brought him - 2:2-4, 4:2.

3. A possible need to deal with a “perfectionistic” group who thought they had
spiritually “arrived” - 3:15.

4. A possible need to exhort the Philippian church to endure trials and
persecution - 1:27-30, 2:15, 4:1.
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D. The Beginning of the Church at Philippi

1. It’s birth - Acts 16:9-15.

a. Paul was on his second missionary journey when he received the
vision of the man in Macedonia - Acts 16:9-10.

b. Paul then sailed to Samothracia, journeyed to Neapolis, and then to
Philippi - Acts 16:11-12.

c. Since Philippi had no synagogue (which means there was a very
small Jewish population there), Paul went to the river on the
Sabbath, a place where any Jews would congregate.

d. It was there, and the river, that Lydia was converted and the
Philippian church was born.

2. It’s first conflict - Acts 16:16-24.

a. Paul and Silas were followed by a demonized woman - Acts 16:16-
17.

b. After some time, Paul, desiring that people did not think that the
woman was part of his “team”, cast the spirit out of her - Acts 16:18.

c. This angered her owners who then stirred up trouble and had Paul
and Silas cast into prison after being beaten - Acts 16:19-24.

3. It’s first revival - Acts 16:25-34.

a. Paul and Silas, being in prison, sang hymns and praises to God -
Acts 16:25.

b. God sent a strong earthquake which opened all of the prison doors
and made the jailer think that all of the prisoners had escaped - Acts
16:26-27.

c. Paul reassured the jailer that all the prisoners were there, after
which the jailer asked Paul how he could be saved - Acts 16:28-31.

d. The jailer then took Paul to his home, washed up their wounds, and
as a result Paul preached to his whole household with the result that
all of them believed as well - Acts 16:32-34.

4. It’s establishment - Acts 16:35-40.

a. Paul and Silas , being Roman citizens, make the magistrates of the
city personally apologize and release them from prison - Acts 16:35-
39.

b. After visiting the brethren (which assumes that there were some
believers there), Paul and Silas leave for Amphipolis - Acts 16:40.
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E. The Theme

1. Joy - the main theme

a. The word “joy” appears in its noun or verbal form some sixteen
times.

b. Joy is in contrast to happiness.  Joy is a fruit of the Spirit as is
available regardless of circumstances.  Happiness is an emotion, and
depends on the environment.

2. Union with Christ

a. This book contains one of the greatest Christological passages in the
NT, 2:1-11.

b. Paul’s great desire was to know the fellowship of Christ’s
sufferings - 3:10.

3. Fellowship (koinonia or sharing)

a. Fellowship with the Philippians - 1:5

b. Fellowship of the Spirit - 2:1

c. Fellowship in Christ’s sufferings - 3:10


